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CONSULTATION QUESTIONS 
 
Debt Arrangement Scheme - Common Financial Tool 
 
As outlined in paragraph 2, Annex A, we are seeking views on how much flexibility 
should be offered in determining the level of contribution to be made by debtors 
within a DPP.  We would be grateful if you would take the time to respond to the 
following questions.   
 
Question 1:  What is your preferred choice for determining the level of 
contribution to be made by debtors in the future? 
 
Option 1  
 

Continue with current arrangements where all surplus 
income is used as a contribution amount in a DPP, whilst 
encouraging debtors to make the most of the current 
savings provision.    
 

 

Option 2 Introduce some additional flexibility around the CFT 
surplus income, but only where this will not extend the 
length of the DPP to beyond a specific period to help 
ensure the sustainability of the DPP.   

 

Option 3  Introduce flexibility by removing the requirement to use the 
full surplus income as calculated by the common financial 
tool to determine the level of contribution.  There would still 
be a requirement to circulate a completed CFT to creditors, 
together with the proposed contribution level.  This would 
allow creditors to consider whether or not to accept or 
object to the proposal.    

 

 
Question 2:  If option 2 was to be adopted, flexibility will only be offered 
providing it does not extend the DPP beyond a specific period of time.  What 
timescale do you consider to be reasonable?   
 
7 years     8 years    other    
 
Please specify: An allowable proportionate increase in the length of the DPP 
 
Please explain why you consider this a suitable time period ______________ 
 
CAP favours option three to bring the flexibility that is needed when helping people in 
financial hardship in a range of different circumstances. This option gives provision 
for some of the surplus income to be used to meet needs in exceptional 
circumstances. A set time period would eliminate this true flexibility and risks 
excluding some who may need this provision the most, while also giving space for 
this provision to be used as a matter of course rather an in exceptional 
circumstances.  
 
If option two is adopted, a proportionate limit rather than an arbitrary time period 
would be most appropriate. This would allow for DPPs that are already longer than 
average to still be able to make use of the flexibility where needed, as long as DAS 
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still remained the best option for the client. A rule such as, no more than a 50% 
increase in the length of the DPP the plan, up to a maximum of 12 years in total, 
would provide a check on the extension of a DPP being reasonable in proportion to 
the length if all surplus income is used for the DPP contribution.  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please return your response to AIB_Policy_Development_Enquiries@gov.scot or to:  
Carol Kirk, AiB, 1 Pennyburn Road, Kilwinning, Ayrshire, KA13 6SA by 18 August 
2017. 
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RESPONDENT INFORMATION FORM 
 
Please note that this form must be returned with your response to ensure that we 
handle your response appropriately. 
 
1. Name/Organisation 
Organisation Name 

Christians Against Poverty (CAP) 
 
Title   Mr     Ms    Mrs    Miss    Dr        Please tick as appropriate 
 
Surname 

Gregory 
Forename 

Rachel 
 
2. Postal Address 
Jubilee Mill 
North Street 
Bradford 
Postcode BD18 3BY Phone 01274 761985 Email rachelgregory@capuk.org 

 
3. Sector 

Please tick as appropriate 
 
Creditor  
 

Advice Sector  Local Authority   

Debtor   
 

RPB   Solicitors/Advocates  

Insolvency Practitioners  
 

Other   If other please specify _______________  

4. Permissions  - I am responding as… 
 

   Individual / Group/Organisation    

     Please tick as appropriate      

               

(a) Do you agree to your response being made 
available to the public (in Scottish 
Government library and/or on the Scottish 
Government web site)? 

Please tick as appropriate     Yes    No  

 (c) The name and address of your organisation 
will be made available to the public (in the 
Scottish Government library and/or on the 
Scottish Government web site). 
 

(b) Where confidentiality is not requested, we will 
make your responses available to the public 
on the following basis 

  Are you content for your response to be made 
available? 

 Please tick ONE of the following boxes   Please tick as appropriate    Yes    No 

 Yes, make my response, name and 
address all available      

  or     
 Yes, make my response available, 

but not my name and address      

  or     
 Yes, make my response and name 

available, but not my address 
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(d) We will share your response internally with other Scottish Government policy teams who may be addressing the 
issues you discuss. They may wish to contact you again in the future, but we require your permission to do so. 
Are you content for Scottish Government to contact you again in relation to this consultation exercise? 
  Please tick as appropriate    Yes  No 

 
Please return your response to AIB_Policy_Development_Enquiries@gov.scot or to:  
Carol Kirk, AiB, 1 Pennyburn Road, Kilwinning, Ayrshire, KA13 6SA by 18 August 
2017
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