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1. Purpose 
 
The Diligence Working Group will: 
 

 help consider how diligence measures could be improved;  

 act as a discussion forum, to ensure that all member’s suggestions and views 
on the future of diligence are considered; and 

 help develop recommendations to Ministers. 
 
2. Objectives 
 
The key objectives of the Diligence Working Group are to: 
 

 consider how disclosure of information could operate in Scotland; 

 provide recommendations to Ministers for a detailed regulatory framework that 
could be taken forward through secondary legislation, allowing implementation 
of the disclosure of information; and 

 where appropriate, finalise proposals for other diligence measures, such as 
land attachment and residual attachment.  

 
3. Composition 
 
The Diligence Working Group will be chaired by the Accountant in Bankruptcy (AiB).  
The membership will be comprised as follows: 
 

Working Group  

Carol Kirk Policy Review Team Leader, AiB, Chair 

Laura Sneddon Policy Development Manager, AiB Secretariat 

Joanne Christie Policy Development Manager, AiB 

David Menzies Institute of Chartered Accountants of Scotland 

Alex Irvine Society of Messenger-at-Arms and Sheriff Officers 

Kevin McKay Society of Messenger-at-Arms and Sheriff Officers 

Iain Hockenhull Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service 

Nicola Anderson Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service 

David Smith Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service 

Andy Douglas Her Majesty’s Revenue & Customs 

Serena Weir Shepherd & Wedderburn LLP 

Pauline Allan Citizens Advice Scotland 

Sharon Bell Stepchange Debt Charity 

David Hilferty Money Advice Scotland 
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Membership of the group will be by invitation from AiB.  This approach has been taken 
to ensure that there is appropriate representation from interested stakeholders and 
Government.  AiB may invite other stakeholders to meetings on an ad hoc basis.  AiB 
would be happy to consider suggestions from attendees on any other stakeholders 
they consider should be invited to participate in the group. 
 
AiB will circulate all papers to be discussed with the Diligence Working Group and also 
with other stakeholders who are unable to participate in the group.  These include, but 
are not limited to, UK Finance, Department of Work & Pensions, the Information 
Commissioner and representation of small and medium businesses.  The feedback 
from stakeholders who are not in attendance at the meetings will be shared with the 
members of the Diligence Working Group. 
 

4. Scope 
 
The scope of the Diligence Working Group is to offer suggestions on how the 
disclosure of information might work in practise and to finalise diligence measures, 
including but not limited to, Residual Attachment and Land Attachment. 
 

5. Frequency of Meetings 

The first meeting of the Diligence Working Group will take place in St Andrew’s House, 
Edinburgh, on 22 August 2018.  Thereafter, it is anticipated that the group will meet at 
eight to ten week intervals and future dates will be discussed at group meetings.  AiB 
will retain the right to alter the frequency of meetings in consultation with stakeholders. 
 
6. Record of Meetings, Communication and Consultation 
 
AiB Policy Development Team will perform the secretariat function of the group.  The 
draft minutes will be issued within ten working days after each meeting.  The intention 
is to publish all papers and minutes from the meetings on AiB’s website.  AiB is happy 
to accept any enquiries or feedback at any time by email to our mailbox at 
AIB_Policy_Development_Enquiries@gov.scot. 
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